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ABSTRACT- * . ' . 

Tlie data presented in this report were 
responses to questions regarding language usage and edu 
were included in the Current Populatibn Survey conducte 
by the Bureau of the^Census.. This is an advance report 
followed by a more de.tail'fed Census Eureau report on the 
Data are reported^ for the following .areas: 'usual langua 
personam four years -old and over; usual la ngitage spoken 
second ''language* spoken by persons four years old and^ov 
language spoken iii households; a^e distribution of'^he 
various language groups; difficulty with, English ei^ri 
persons for whom English ±s not the usual l&guage; and 
enrollment^ "Status of those reporting difficulty with En 
data i^indicate tfrat 90% of*' Dnited States residents have 
language and that Spanish is the second mosUJwidely use 
the United State^s^ following English. 05 the^ persons fo 
and over for whom^ Snglish was not reported as tlie usual 
approximately 6-0** reported difficulty in speaking or un 
English. (GR) 
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LANGUAGE USAGE IN THE UNITED/STATES: 
JULY 1975 (Advance report) 



- The data jSresented in thri repoa are from the Cur- 
rent Population Survey conducted in July 1975 by the 
• Bureau^of the "Census, Supplementary questions bear- 
ing on language usage and on education were included 
in the suryey at the re^quest and with the support of 
tbe National. Center for Education Stati^ics, U.S. 
Department of Health, Education, and" Welfare. This is/ 
an advance report and ts to be. followed by a mop 
detailed Census ' Bureau report on, the same subjeq 
late'r-thfs year. 

*As ^ Nation, few Americans are bilingual. Nine 6ut 
of every ten persons reported that they had rib secbhd 
language. Of those who did report a second langLlage, 

'either Englhh or Spanish' was that second language^ 
in slightly more th^n half the cases, with Spanish 
being reported as the second language almost' as often 

' as English (4.3 million persons to 4.9 miHion)/ Other 
languages reported as the second language of^a/million 
or^more persons 4 years old or over included/Frertch, 
German, and Italian. 

Spanish is the second most widely used language in 
'^"the United States, followmg Endish. Abouy 4 million 
•persons W years old and over) repbrted Spanish as theJr 
usual language; about 96 percehtjbf all persc/ns <4 .years 
old and over) reported English a^ their usual language. 

In addition to questions onithe current usage bi 
language by^iadividu^l^he survey, aisc/ asked abou 
the language generally usea by the hou^hold at horr^ 
Abouf 1-1/2 million households Apaned that Spar 
jyas^ the usual houseH6ld I'angua^e/These.hb^sef^lds 
contained close to 5 mHlion D^fs6ns,(4.S nri'illmn) 4 
years old and over, but it^ho^be noted that/nany of 



/these peopiy also spoke Eqghsh as"" the usual language. 

; In fact, th^ survey showed that a rather significant 
proportiorr (20 percent) of persons in these households 
reported tnglish as their individual language. 

I - ' ^ L 
The^ge distribution of the population inShe various 
languaofe groups reflects the varjati9ns "in aga^tructure 
amony ethnic groi>ps rather than peculiar itie/lnherent 
wfjthiri^ the language. Nevertheless; it is o^terest to 
, exarr/ine broad age patterns of various langua^grbups 
because 'of different consequences resulting from Ian- 
gua^e problems at various points^.afong the life dycle. 
Although most languages shoWn here have be^n re- 
ported as the- usua[ language of .'too few persQns to 
p/ovicie estimltes^that are reliable enough for analysis 
py- age groups, there are, however, some Significant 
deviations. 'For example, only about 5 perafent of per- 
sons whose usual language is Italian are oi^elementary 
^ and high school age-between the ages 6i 6 and 17- 
. compared with 21 percent of those whose usual lan- 
/ guage is Spanish. Also, although only 11 percent ofthe 
total- population are 65 years and over, 44 percent of 
those whose usual language is Italian are in this age 
' gi'oup. . 

\ 

The survey also asks questions about the difficulty 
with English, arid of the 8 million persons 4 years old 
or over for whom English was not reported as the tisual 
>language, around S million (approximately 60 perc6nt) 
reported difficulty in ^speaking or understanding 
English, Difficulty witK English was reported by 54 
percent of the 4 million persons whos6 usual language 
was Spanish, andv^^etween 300,0(X) and 400,000 of 
these reported themseTves^Senrolled in school at some 
time during the 1974-75''schobl year. 
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Of the approximately 450,000 persons 4 years old 
and over who reported Italian asiheir usual language- 
the next largest grodp after Spanish reporting a usual 
languagfe other than Enghsh-about two- thirds reported. 
, difficulty with English. 

In general, for persons whosfe usual language is other 
than English,, the percentages having difficulty* with 
English tended to "he lower ^ among persons of^ele 
nr>entary and high school ages than those of other age 
groups. Presumably there is a greater exposure to 
English among persons in the 6-to-17-year age group, 
virtually all of whom are enrolled in school. In all, ■ 
* there were 46.6 million persons in the 6-to- 17-year age 
group, of, whom 1.4 million (or 3 percent)' reported a 
usual language other than English. And of the \A 



million, approximately 600,000 (or 45 percent) re^ 
ported difficulty with English. 

The estimates m^'-this report are derived from a 
sample and are therefore subject to sampling error. 
The sampling errpr is primarily a measure of sampling 
vanabilFty, that is, of the variations that occur by 
chance because a sample rather than the whole of the 
population IS sufve^ed. However, all the' statements 
of comparison in this report are statistically significant 
at a level of more tjiarv 2.0 standard errors. This means 
the chances are at least 19 out of 20 that a specified 
difference, cited in the text indicates a true difference 
in the pojiulation, A more complete statement on the 
variability due to sairipling, as well as more detailed 
information about language usage, will be issued in a 
later report in this series, * . . 
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Table 1. USUAL LANGUAGE SPOKEN BY PERSONS 4 YEARS OLD AND OVER. 
, BY BROAD AGE GROUPS: JULY 1975 



Usual language of person 



KuBber 
( thousands) 



Percent by age If" 



Total, 
A. years 
and over 



I 



56 to 17 
years 



18 to 2A 
years 



25 to 44 
years 



45 to 64 
• years 



65 y^eirs 
a&d> over 



All languages 

English * 

Spanish 

Chinese ; \\ 

Filipino -v'iii'.i • 

French. . . [ 

Ger&an t« 4 

Greek » * * 

Italian 

Japanese , 

Korean . , . , ^ 

Pqrtugu^se. . , , , * 

Other !^ ,* ! 

Hot reported, 

' ' 

- Represents jcero or rounds to zero. 



196,796 i 
' \ 

188,799 ' 
4,0i7 i 
280 I 
112 I 

• 270 I 
132 I 
124 
447 
111 
. 90 
110 
812 
1,477 



100.0 

95,9^ 
2,0 
N). 1 
. 0,1 
' 0,1 
0. 1 
0. 1 
0.2 
0. 1 

0,1 
0.4 
0.8 



^ 100.0 

' 100,0 
IQO.O 
100.0 

;qo.o 

100,0 
' 100.0 
JOO.O 
100,0 

loo.o 

100.0 
100.0 
100,0 
„ 100.0 



3,t 

3,6 
5.5 
4.8 
1,3 
0,7 
2.5 
1,1 
0.7 
4-0 
2.2 
7.5 
1.7 
3,1 



23,7 

24,-0 
21.4 
11,9 
12,5 
2.2 
V 7,5 
17.2 

7.3 
20.4 

8,4 
10,*1 
21,4 



13,3 



26,7 

26,5 
34*7 
29.8 
34.0 
18,0 
29.8 
30.7 
18.1 
43, i 
49.3 
38,5 
28,3 
25-. 3 



21,9 

22.0 
18,0 
26,2 
30.1 
' 35.3 
30,3 
25. 1 
28,0 
21.8 
10.0. 
25.8 
20.6 
20.7 



10,8 

10.7* 
7,9 
14.6 
15.7 
33.8 / 
26,5* 
20.4 
43.^6 
22.9 
10.7 
li.3 
30,6 
♦11.7 



Table 2. USUALLANGUAGE SPOKEN IN HOUSEHOLDS: 
JULY 1975 (REVISED) / ^ 



Usual language of household 



Households^ 



Nuaber 
(th<^sands) 



Persons 4 y^ars and 
over in households' 



Number 
(thousands) 



Percenf 



All languages^ 

English 

Spanish. 

Chinese 

Filipino,, r. 

Fjren(;^j,» 

Geraan,',* 

<}rc^ek, ^'C,. , ^ 

Italian," 

.Japanese 

^Korean * . i 

Portuguese 

Other,,..,.,, 

Mot reported 



71.537 



,308 
.448 
111 
43 
125 
59' 
SO 
195 
43 
35 
43 
397 
680 



100,0 

94,a 
2.0 
0.2 
» 0.1 
0,2 
* 0,1 
. 0,1: 

0,1 
0,6 
2,3 



196,796 

185.545 
" 4.822 
35^ 
122 
285 
157 
, 161 
522 
109 
123 
143 
9'66 
3.487 



100,0 

94,3 
2,5 
' 0.2 
0.1 
0,1 
0.1 
0,1 
0.3 

,0,1 
0,1 
0,1 
0,5 



Represents zero or rounds to zero. 



Huaber of total households adjOated to agree with Current P opulation Rooorts 



Series P-25- No. 623 



'This distribution differs fron that in table 1 bccauae persons are cl/sslfied h^ by 
usual language for the household, whereas table 1 classifies p©rson«/by their <Jwn usual 



the 

language^ 



Table 3. SECONDlANGUAGE SPOKEN bV PERSONS 4 YEARS OLD AND OVER: JULY .1975 



Second language of, person 



Tot^l, 



With second language.,....^ 

English * 

Spanish , 

' Chinese^ ^r....... 

Filipino. • .\ .4 « • • 

French. .% ^. . , , 

German • .% 

Greek. . ... . % 

Italian. . . v 

Japanese ^ 

. ' Korean ^ . # . . . 

. Poi*tugue5e.-. . . . . .'. . 

'•'All other languages, • • v" 

No*,second language. ....... .'. : 

',>Jot' reported whether second language. 



/persons 4 years and over 



Kumber 
( thousands) 



- Represents zero or rounds to zero. 



table 4. SECOND LANGUAGE SPOKEN IN HOUSEHOLDS: 1975 (REVISED) 



196,796 

17,369 
4,9A2 
4,284 
198 

* 210 
* 1,187 

1,277 
< 265 
1,442 

* 267 
. 92 

173 
3', 033 
177,964 
l,t63 



Percent 



100.0 

8.8- 
' 2.^5 
2I2 
0.1 
0.1 
0.6 
0.6 
0.1 
0.7 
0.1 

0.1 
1.5, 
90.4' 
0.7 



. Second language of household 



)nd li 



anguage. 



Total . 

With §econd^ 
English^ 

Spanish. . . 

Chinese 

'Filipino. .' 

French ^ 

German * 

Greek 

Italian 

'Japanese. . 

Korean. . . 

Portuguese 

AXi'^^her languages*. 

No 'sbcond language 

.Not re*pp.rted whether second language. 



«ouseholc|s^ ^ 


Persons *4 years and 
over in households^ 


Number 
( thousands) 


1 

* ijercent, 


Number 
(thousands^ 


• Percent 


71,537 


1 

1 lO'O.O 


196,796- 


- 100.0 


' 8,369 


11.7 


24,810 


12.6 


2,224 


3.1 


6,993 


3.6 


' 1,610 


2^3 


5,169 


2.6 


68 


0.1 


196 


0.1 


70 


0.1 


*255 


0.1 


685 


1.0 


1^990 


1.0 


• 822 


1.1 


2,131 


1.1 


105 


0.1 


327 


0.2 


785 


1.1 


2,331 


1.2 


119 


0^2 


418 


0.2 


40 


0.1 


126 


0:1 


87 


0,1 


^ 206 


• 0.1 


1,756 


2.5 . 


4,648 


: 2.4 


61,347 


85.8 


168,191 


85.5 


1,822' 


2.5 


3,795 


1.9 



ERIC 



^Number of total households adjusted t6 agree with Current Population R^T^orts , 
Series P-25^ JJo. 623. * .' * ' \ . ' . • , J 

^Thi^ distribution xllff^rs from that l!h table 3 because persons are classified here by. 
the second la*nguage for the" hopsehold^, whereas' table 3 classifies persons by tjieifown 
second language. ' , v' 



Table 5. PERSONS R^^ORTING ENGLISH OR SPANISH AS USUAL OR SECOND UNGUAGE 
IN TOTAL AfiO IN COMBINATION: JULY 1975 -^i^^unijc:, 



Usual and second language 



Total ^ 

UsuaT l^Kuagc of person. , « ' 
UsaSl language English, total 

Usual language English, second language Spanish, 
Usua(l language Spanish, total , 

Usual language Spant^, second language English, 

Usual language other than English or Spanish 

Usual language not reported 

Second language of person* 

Second language fiaigll^h, total.; 

Second language Spanish, to'tal 

Other second language... ~ 

No second langiwge 

Not reported whether^ sec ohd language , 



PersoQS A years and over 



Nuaber 
(thousands) 



196,796 


100.0 


188.799 


-95.9 


4,212 


2.1 


A, 027 


2.0 


2,93A 


r.5 


2.693 


1.3 


1,A77 


0.8 


A,9A2 


2.5 


A,28A 


2.2 


8,U3 


a;1"* 




90. A 


r" 


0-7 



Table 6. PERSONS 4 YEARS OLD AND OVER WITH USUAL LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH, 
teY DIFFICULTY IN ENGLISH AND SCHOOL ENROLLMENT .STATUS: JULY 1975 



(Nuabers ^n thousands) 



Char apt or Is tic 



Total 
persons , 
4 years 
and over 



Enrolled In school 
at anytlae since 
Septcabcr 1*974 



Percent 
of 
total 



Not onsolled 
In school since 
Septeaber 1974 



Number 



Percent 
of 
total' 



Language other than English, total. 



irith difficulty In English^ 
Percent with difficulty. 



Usual language of person with difficulty : *' 

Span Ish 

Chinese 

Filipino 

French *.* .* 

Geman i. 

Greek ,..♦..» 

Italian 

Japanese >».....« 

Korean « 

Portuguese , . . • 

» Other 

Not reported ! .* , ■^ , 



With no difficulty in English^... 



4,913 
61.4 



2,17fr 
147 
23 
83 
2T 
7$ 
300 
85 
57 
80 
399 
1,454 

. 3,084 



1,935 



930 
-48.0 



359 
11 
(B) 
2 

(B) 
12 
2 
8 

(B) 

56 
455 

1.006 



18.9 
<X) 



16:5 
7.8 
<B)- 
2.2 
<B) 

16.1 
0.^ 
9.§ 
(B) 

14.0 
31.3 



6.062 



3,983 
65.7 



1.817 
136 
(B) 
81 
(B) 
63 
299 
- 76 
<B) 

343 
•999 

2,078 



81.1 
<X) 



• 83.5 
92.2 

<B) 
97.8 

<B) 
83.9 
99.5 
90.1 

(B) 

86.0 
68.7 

67.4 



-Roproswits zero or rounds to zero. , * 
B Ba30 4o^s than 75,000; no' subsets shown. 
X Not &pptVcablo. 



Jonly persons reporting a language -otJior th'an English wore asked alitout difficulty in English. 
'Include! persons who did not report as^to difficulty. 



■ 6 



Table 7. PERSONS AT SELECTED AGES BY WHETHER.USUAL LANGUAGE WAS ENGLISH' 
AND WHETHER DIFFICULTY WITH ENGLISH: JULY 1^75 . • 



r 



Total , 
persons, 
A years 
and over 



A and 5 
years 



6'to 13 
years 



lA <o IB to 2A ]■* 25 years 

year^ j years j and ov^r 



Total persons (thousands). 



' Usual language fingllsh (thousands),,,,, , 

. As per<;pnt of total persons ' 

Usual language other than English' (.thousands) 

' As percent 'of total persons 

MLth difficulty in English^ (thousands) 

As percent of persons with usual language other 
than, English,, , ,» *, 7 



196,796 

18^,799 

7,997- 
A, I 
A, 913 

61, A 



7,06^ 

. 6,743 
95,A 
322 
4,6- 
223 

69,3 



-29,879 

28,902 
96,7 
977 
3,3 
A 62 

A7.3 



'includes persons for whoca usual language was not reported, 
^Only persons reporting a language other than English were.aske^! about difficulty with English 



j 16,76> 


' * 2^2tl 


116,879 


16,3315 
K 97, A 
A28 
2.6 
175 


25,260 
96,4 
951 
3,6 
561 


Ul,560 
95,4 
5,320 
4,6 
3,492 


40,9 


* 59,0 


65.6 





Table 8. U'SUAL AND SECOND LANQWAGE OF PERSONS REPORTING ENGLISH 
OR SPANISH AS USUAL HOUSEHOLD UNGUAGE: JULY 1975 



ERIC 



V 



a 




Persons 4 years and ove* 


Characteristic 




' Nuaber 
C^t housands ) 


* * 

Percent^ ' 


Usual household \ahguage English 


total . . . , 


185,545 




Usual language of persons 




*/ 183,547 
\ 285 
' > 1,714 

3.299 


98,$ 

* , " U 0,2- 
^ 0,9 






Second language of person: 






• 1,8 

i ' 0,3 

0,1 • # 

o,i 




559 




112 
180 




1,128 
1,212 
220 








0,7 
0,1 

0,7 * 
0,1 
0,1 
2,2 
r 93,3 

) - ^ ' , 






1.285 
244 
^131 

4 ' 4,130 
173,045 










Usual household' language Spanish, 


total, , , , 


4,822 


100,0 


Usual language of person: 




3,734* 
975 
113 

2,731 

"960 


1 

77,4 ' 
20,2 






Second language of person; 


' 2,3 




56.6' , 




- : — «^ no 

1,021 


19,9 
2,3 
21,2 


1 :< 


i 
< 




' ■ / ■ 


v. 
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